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Good n Fair  Dc#araoratod n Ruins U Uncxposod 
CONDl TlON -- 

(Clrcck OIIC) I I ( C l ~ o c k  Ono) 

Exeterfs d w e l l i n g  house i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a much over-  
grown y a r d  a t  t h e  end o f  a long  lane. The house i s  i n  poor  
c o n d i t i o n ,  b u t  i s  b e i n g  main ta ined  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o  
The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  of the seven-par t  house i s  covered  by  a gab1 
r o o f  and  i s  f r o n t e d  by  a  t e t r a - s t y l e ,  two- leve l  Dor ic  p o r t i c o  
w i t h  s q u a r e  columns and l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g s .  The p o r t i c o  was 
added i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 f s ,  r e p l a c i n g  a one-s to ry  pedimented porch  
shown i n  the Piu tua l  Assurance Company p o l i c i e s  of 1803 ,  1805,  
and 1817.  F l a n k i n g  t h i s  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  are one-and-2-half 
s t o r y ,  one-bay, g a m b r e l  r o o f  wings w i t h  r i c h l y  ornamented 
pedimented dormers c o n t a i n i n g  i n t e r l a c i n g  "Gothic"  t r a c e r y .  
Both t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  and t h e  wings are  of frame b u t  have 
b r i c k  rear walls. One-story passages,  a l s o  of frame with b r i c k  
r e a r  w a l l s ,  connec t  t h e  main  p a r t  o f  t h e  house t o  one-s to ry  
h ipped roo f  dependenc ies .  The n o r t h  dependency i s  t h e  k i t c h e n  
and t h e  s o u t h  dependency i s  an o f f i c e .  

The f i r s t  floor p l a n  o f  t h e  main p a r t  c o n s i s t s  of a 
l a r g e  en t r ance  h a l l  with s t a i r  h a l l  behind.  F l a n k i n g  t h e  h a l l  
i s  t h e  p a r l o r  ( s o u t h )  and t h e  d i n i n g  room ( n o r t h ) .  The two- 
s t o r y  b r i c k  wing a t t a c h e d  t o  the  r e a r  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  was 
added i n  t h e  1850:s. Three p r i n c i p a l  bedrooms a r e  on t h e  
second f l o o r  of t h e  main p a r t .  The  house r e t a i n s  n e a r l y  a l l  
of  its o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, which i s  of a s l i g h k l y  
p r o v i n c i a l  Adam s t y l e .  I n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  i s  a pane led  

I p e d e s t a l - t y p e  dado w i t h  d e n t i l e d  c h a i r  rail. The s t a i r ,  wnile 
handsome, i s  a t y p i c a l  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century exarnple. Tile most o u t  
s tanding  woodwork, however, i s  i n  t h e  parlor. Here a r c h e d  
r e c e s s e s  w i t h  k e y s t o n e s  and Wall-of-Troy moldings  flank an 
e l a b o r a t e  mantel and two a d j a c e n t  p a n e l e d  c l o s e t  d o o r s .  Traces  
of  e a r l y  w a l l p a p e r  a r e  e v i d e n t  th roughou t  t h e  first f l o o r  o f  1 t h e  main p a r t .  

E x e t e r  has numerous e a r l y  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  mos t ly  i n  
r u i n o u s  c o n d i t i o n .  Most o f  t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e i t h e r  of  
b r i c k  o r  a d a r k  brown s a n d s t o n e .  To the c a s t  of t h e  o f f i c e  i s  
a  s t o n e  smokehouse, and east  of t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  a  matching s t o n e  
d a i r y .  The dairy was r a i s e d  t o  two full s t o r i e s  u s i n g  b r i c k .  
Ruins  remain o f  b o t h  z s t o n e  and a b r i c k  p r i v y ,  as wel1,a.s a 
s t o n e  ash house, i c e  house,  b r i c k  c i s t e r n ,  and wooden c o r n  c r i b  
An u n u s u a l l y  handsome s t a b l e - c a r r i a g e  house of  b r i c k  a l s o  re- 
mains .  An ez r ly  wooden b a r n  was d e s t r o y e d  f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  nea rby  Leesburg by-pass, 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Exeter survives as one of the most elaborate and 
architecturally interesting plantation complexes in northern 
Virginia. Although in deteriorated condition, the richly 
ornamented dwelling house and its many outbuildings provide 
an excellent picture of plantation life in ante-bellum 
Loudoun County, 

The original portion of Exeter's residence was built 
around 1790 for Dr. Wilson Cary Selden on l and  that he i n -  
herited from his first wife, Mary Mason Selden, a niece of' 
George Mason of Gunston Hall. Selden was a physician by 
training and had served a Virginia regiment during the 
Revolutuion, 

Dr. Selden and his second wife, Eleanor Love Selden, 
established and maintained a full-fledged plantation operation 
at Exeter. The house served as an architectural showpiece as 
well as a social center for the area, A Dr- Cutler, minister 
of St. James' Church in nearby Leesburg, spent a year at 
Exeter in 1821 and described it as being "like a Baronial 
Cast le ,"  

Following Dr. Seldents death in 1835, Exeter was in- 
herited by his son, Wilson Cary Selden, Jr. Young Selden also 
inherited debts amounting to some $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  By 1843, however, 
his finances were restored to the extent that he was able to 
provide a wedding Tor his daughter, Eleanor, that was hailed 
by contemporaries as a sumtous social event of wide interest, 
served by caterers from Philadelphia. Eleanor  was married to 
John Augustine Washington, a great-nephew of George Washington 

In 1846 Exeter was sold to General George Rust, who 
added the large brick wing on the rear of the house. He sold 
Exeter in 1850 to Abner and Haratio Trundle whose family lived' 
there until it was acquired by the present owner with only a 
iraction of its original land. 

Exeter was occupied by both Federal and Confederate 
troops during the War Between the States- The Battle of Ball's 
Bluff was fought on part of the p r o p e r t y ,  and general  J u b a l  
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